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ould glorify God. It's been argued that the

5. A new theory argues Joseph Smith also fits the qualific

Whois the Servcmt Spo|<en of in Isaiah 4@ Qnd Nep% 21

“Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom | will be g‘ori{ied."
W Nephi 21.3; lsaiah 493

The KHOW

Scattered throughout lsaiah 42-53 are four poems biblical
scholars call the “servant songs.” The first six verses of lsaiah
49, quoteo| by Nephi in Nephi 21, constitute the second of
the four servant songs.] The io|er1tity of the “servant” in these
poems is a debated topic. Mcmy scholars and Jews suggest
that the servant represents the nation of Israel as a whole while
Christians have trochtionoHy interpretecJ it as a reference to the

Savior.

While both of these interpretations have great merit, Nephi
loegins his quotation of lsaiah by inviting us to “liken them unto
yourse|ves, that ye may have hope as well as your brethren’ (]
Nephi 1924) Modem—cloy Drophet Wiltord Woodruff tought,
“the 49th chopter of Isaiah is hoving its fulfillment [in the latter-
do\/s].nz If we consider, or liken, Isaiah 49 (] Nephi 2]) to the

Lotter—o|oy dispensotion, who mig|fwt quomy as the servant spo-
ken of in Isaiah 49.1-67

Andrew C. SLinner, a Hebrew scholar and prol[essor of ancient
scripture at BVYU, identified 12 characteristics of the servant, as
found in Isaiah 491-9 and 1 Nephi 21:1-9;

1. The servant is “called .. from the womb" (] Neplﬁi 211
lsaiah 49:])

2. His “mouth [wos] like a shorp sword” (] Nep|’1i 21:.2; lsa-
iah 49.2)

5. He was hidden “in the shadow of [t%e |_oro|ys] hand” (]
Nephi 21:2; Isaiah 49:2)

4. He was ‘made .. a po|ished shaft” tucked away in the
Lord's quiver (1 Nephi 21:2; lsaiah 49:2)

5. He will feel that he “labored in vain” (] Nep|’1i 21:4; |saiah
49.4)

6. He could speo|< with the outhority of the Lord (] Nep|’1i
21:5: Isaiah 495)

/. He knew he had been foreordained, or from the “womb”
(] Nep|’ﬁ 21.5; lsaich 495)

8. His life's work would be “to bring Jacob again to [the
Lord]—though Israel be not gathered” (1 Nephi 21:5; Isaiah
49.5)

Q. He would "raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the
preserve& of Israel” (1 Nephi 21:6; Isaiah 49:6)

10. He would be a |ig|'1t to the Gentiles” (1 Nephi 21:6;
lsaiah 49())



11 He would be &espised of men and abhorred by nations, yet,
“Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall WOI’SHp"

(] Nephi 21.7 Isaiah 497)

12. He will be given to Israel “for a covenant of the peo-
p|e to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate
heritoges,” he will free prisoners and en|ighten “them that

sit in darkness” and shepherd the chosen peop|e (] Nephi
21.8-9; Isaiah 49.8-9) >

“Various aspects of these characteristics,” wrote Skinner, “could
probob|y be opp‘ied to several different individuals,” ancient
and modern. But Skinner and some other Lotterdoy Saints
have orgueo| that, “the words Isaiah uses to describe this he|per

of Israel in the latter cloysn can opp|y to both “the Messiah and
the Drophet Joseph Smith.”

While the opp|icotion of these passages to the Savior is probf
ob|y familiar to most Lotterfdoy Saints and other Christians,
most peop|e probob|y have not thought about how this prophf
ecy might also be opphed to Joseph Smith. Skinner identifies
each of the 12 features of the Lord's servant to Joseph Smith
with i||uminotmg results, drowing often from the revealed words

of the Lord in the Doctrine and Covenants:

L] Joseph Smith was foreordained, and hence called “from the
womb’ (2 Nep%i 379 ]4—]5)

® He knew of his foreordination (D&C ]272)

'Spoke the word of Lord, which is “quic|< and power{u|,

shorper than a twofedged sword, to the o|ivio|ir1g asunder of

both joints and marrow” (D&C ()2)

® \Was hidden from world by the Lord (D&C 8()9)

L] —erough persecution, Joseph, in his own words, became “a
smooth and po|ished shaftin the quiver of the A|mighty4”5

" He became very o|iscourogeo| (D&C 121:2).

= Frequent|y spo|<e with the outhority of the Lord, Clec|ormg,
“Thus saith the Lord” on several occasions (eg., D&C 521
54.1; 551, 6O1).

u Brought forth the Book of Mormon, which was written to “a
remnant of the house of Israel” and to convince them “that
Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal God” (—|—it|e Doge).

= \Was given the |<eys for the ‘otterfdoy gothering of lsrael
(D&C 11O:).

= \Was declared, by the Lord, to be @ |ig%t unto the Gentiles,
and through this priesthood, a savior unto my peop|e Israel”
(D&C 86111).

= Both gooo| and evil have been spoLen of him (See Josep%
Smith—History ]35) and the gospe| he restored was

promised to be proc‘oimed “before Lings and rulers” (D&C
1.23).

m The gospe| covenant was restored t%rough him (D&C
117-22)°

Skinner pointed out, “Sure|y it is not mere‘y coincidence that,”
section | of the Doctrine and Covenants, “the revelation in
which the Lord introduces Joseph Smith to the world, begins
with the same |onguoge as lsaiah 491" Doctrine and Cov-
enants 1] says: "Hearken ye peop‘e from afar. .. and ye that are
upon the islands of the sea,” just as lsaiah 491 begins: “Listen,

O is|es; Clﬂd heorken, ye peop|e {rom {:Oﬁ”

The Why
|nterpretmg Joseph Smith as the servant in Isaiah 49 ﬂ Nephi
2]) allows us to opp|y the remainder of the chopter to the resto-
ration of the gospe‘ in the |otterfo|oy& Skinner exp‘oined, "Hav-
ing described the specio| |otterfo|oy servant, the one who would
be instrumental in bringing about the restoration and eventual
redemption of Israel, lsaiah reveals the events associated with

the restoration and redemptiorxn8

Nephi opp|ies lsaiah's prophecy about the Gentiles (|soiolﬁ
A49.22-23; 1 Nephi 2]22723) to the |otterfo|oy restoration,
where the Lord “will proceeo| to do a marvelous work among the
Gentiles, which shall be of great worth unto our seed” (] Nep%i
22:8; also see verses 6-14).

It is important to stress that in seeing Joseplﬁ Smith as the ser-
vant from lsaiah 49 this does not mean or suggest that he is
the Messiah, or that he is equo| in importance to the Savior.

Joseph Smith was a type, u|timote|y pointing back to the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Victor L. Ludlow has suggested that the servant embodies sev-
eral of “the house of Israel’s major representatives t%roughout
the oges.”Q Joseph Smith was one of many lesser “saviors’ (see
Obadiah 1:21; D&C 86“) who participate in the Lord's work
of salvation among his peop|e, but among all the prophets he
served in many ways that are noticeob|y unusual and uncom-

mon|y distinctive.

Further Deoohng
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